Venkat Srinivasan

9/22/03

The Woods That Beckoneth....
…… rather the farmhouse that did, Saturday. Alright all, so here’s a little tale – ‘tis about my weekend. I know you wanna know! 

R (no names) is my classmate from Syracuse, and she's recently back in BLR. We used to hang out some long weekends in the States, her husband, others, she and I. Really cool folks, though she does get a little matronly on me. All in good spirit, I take it. =)

So I got her call suddenly Fri about a bunch of us invited to their farmhouse, and it sounded like a good idea. Off I went to gather with the rest, fifteen in all - at their house. Then it was a little convoy, an hour to this farmhouse in the middle of the woods, just across the TN border. Usual banter in the car during the drive, I rather think I get admonished more sharply by R, for comments that would be smiled upon from others. Apparently, she thinks I mean it when I say 'R maami'. Ok, so she's in the 'family way', very - and I'd earlier smiled, lied, and said she looked ohsopretty. =) 

Anyways we do all get along famously...

We reached around 5p. Boy did that place rock... rolling lawns, a high lookout, a pool, tennis court, pool table, and TT (ping pong)! 'Twas expected...but still. I was as giddy as the little kids who had come along. Heck, I was also the only single person.

Skipped the house tour, why bother - when I could explore other stuff, and there were their two big dogs even! So I disappeared until sundown.

Then the games began. First, the standings -

Tennis - #1:Venkat

Table Tennis/TT - #1: Ven

Good looks - #1: Venksy   ;)

Swimming, all categories - #1: Ven

Pool - hah, who cares - is that a game even? (Ok, so I don't like pool)

Aside: Venkat was noted for his graciousness and generosity towards the lose.. ….competitors.

Seriously, I really like these people, and have done so for a long time. Similar interests. Very comfy and totally silly. Met a couple new folks too.

Babysat four kids for about 30 min, until I called for help (really none needed). Come on, I was there for funnnn…. was I not? Stayed out of the pool table room because of the smoke - tend to feel ill quickly. Went to look for the doggies. Dratted cell phone wasn't catching a signal!  One woman asked to me to fix the stereo, in what I think was Konkani (language). Sure thing.

R asked me to lose the accent, jesus! She and I stuck to Tam for a bit. She regaled the rest with silly Syracuse stories where (apparently) I featured. I retaliated real quick with my own favorite (and oft repeated) anecdotes, they laughed even more! 

The women were keen on a campfire chat with all of us, and I think the boys were keener on more TT. Followed by swimming… know what, there was a wave machine in the pool! Who was I to disagree with that plan ... yippee! I liked that there were bottles on either side to take a swig from. 

Watched the stars for a while under clear skies - fascinated. Quite a night. I couldn’t carry out my usual Blair Witch themed ‘scare the bejeezus outta them’ program, that I normally do while camping. Not with little kids around and family type folks (some of them). 

Was out like a light around 2a ‘Twas a fun outing. Good stuff. Some of us left Sunday morning.

